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PRELIMINARY REISSUE AMENDMENT 



Please amend the above-identified U.S. Patent No. 6,010,159 as follows: 
In the specification : 

Please revise the "RELATED APPLICATION(S)" section of the specification in column 
1 of the patent to read as follows: 



This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. application Ser. No. 08/724,077, filed 
Sep. 30, 1996, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,743,567 and U.S. application Ser. No. 08/91 1,806, filed Aug. 
15, 1997, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,863,076. 

A marked up copy of the amended section is separately attached to the end of this 
Amendment. 



RELATED APPLICATION(S) 



Please add the following new claims 8-40. Separate copies of the new claims are 
attached, if needed. 

-8. An elongated integral printed identification element comprising: 

a core having opposing first and second major planar sides and bearing printing 
on at least one of the major planar sides, the core being coextensive in area with the element, the 
core and the element having a common width and a common length generally perpendicular to 
the width, the length being greater than the width such that the core and the element have a pair 
of opposing longitudinal ends at opposite ends of the length; 

a magnetic stripe permanently fixed over one of the opposing major planar sides 
of the core extending across the width of the core proximal one of the pair of longitudinal ends; 
and 

a closed perimeter opening extending entirely through the core and the element 
proximal a remaining one of the pair of longitudinal ends. 

9. The element of claim 8 wherein the printing includes at least one variable data 
field with a unique code assigned to an individual to receive the element. 

1 0. The element of claim 9 wherein the unique code is printed in a bar code format. 

11. The element of claim 1 0 wherein the unique code is printed on the one major side 
of the core bearing the magnetic stripe. 

12. The element of claim 9 wherein the unique code is printed in numeral format. 

13. The element of claim 12 wherein the unique code is printed on the one major side 
of the core bearing the magnetic stripe. 
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14. The element of claim 9 wherein the unique code is printed on the core in both 
numeral and bar code formats. 

15. The element of claim 14 wherein the unique code is printed at least in the bar 
code format on the one major side of the core bearing the magnetic stripe. 

1 6. The element of claim 8 further comprising a first transparent cover strip fixed 
over one of the first and second major sides of the core, the magnetic stripe extending across the 
first transparent cover strip. 

1 7. The element of claim 1 6 wherein each of the first transparent cover strip and the 
core is a different flexible web material. 

1 8. The element of claim 1 6 further comprising a second transparent cover strip 
fixedly secured over a remaining one of the first and second major sides of the core. 

1 9. The element of claim 1 6 wherein each of the first and second transparent cover 
strips and the core is a flexible web material. 

20. An integral printed sheet product comprising: 

a core having opposing first and second major planar sides and bearing printing 
on at least one of the sides; 

a magnetic stripe permanently fixed over one of the opposing major planar sides 
of the core and extending across the sheet product; and 

scoring extending at least sufficiently through the sheet product and the core to 
define at least a first elongated integral element removable from a remainder of the sheet 
product, the removable first elongated integral element having a pair of opposing longitudinal 
ends, the first elongated integral element further including at least a portion of the magnetic 
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stripe extending across the element proximal one the pair of longitudinal ends of the element, 
and the scoring further defining a closed perimeter opening extending through the element 
proximal a remaining one of the pair of longitudinal ends of the element and spaced away from 
the magnetic stripe. 

2 1 . The printed sheet product of claim 20 further comprising a first flexible 
transparent cover strip fixedly secured to one of the first and second major planar sides of the 
core, the scoring extending through the first transparent cover strip with only part of the first 
transparent cover strip covering one major planar side of the core portion of the removable first 
elongated integral element and a remainder of the first transparent cover strip overlying at least 
part of a remaining portion of the core outside the scoring defining the removable first elongated 
integral element. 

22. The printed sheet product of claim 20 wherein the scoring defines a second 
elongated integral element removable from a remainder of the sheet product, the second 
elongated integral element having a pair of opposing longitudinal ends. 

23. The printed sheet product of claim 22 further comprising at least part of a 
magnetic stripe extending across one major side of the second removable elongated integral 
element proximal one longitudinal end of the second removable elongated integral element. 

24. The printed sheet product of claim 23 wherein the scoring further defines a closed 
perimeter opening entirely the removable second elongated integral element proximal a 
remaining one of the pair of opposing longitudinal ends. 
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25. The printed sheet product of claim 24 wherein the removable second elongated 
integral element bears at least a second one of the variable code fields printed with the one 
unique code. 

26. The printed sheet product of claim 24 further comprising a second flexible 
transparent cover strip fixedly secured to a remaining one of the first and second major planar 
sides of the core, the scoring extending through the second transparent cover strip with only part 
of the second transparent cover strip covering a remaining major planar side of the core portions 
of the removable first and second elongated integral elements and a remainder of the second 
transparent cover strip overlying at least part of a remaining portion of the core outside the 
scoring defining the removable first and second elongated integral elements. 

27. The printed sheet product of claim 21 further comprising a second flexible 
transparent cover strip fixedly secured to a remaining one of the first and second major planar 
sides of the core, the scoring extending through the second transparent cover strip with only part 
of the second transparent cover strip covering a remaining major planar side of the core portion 
of the removable first elongated integral element and a remainder of the second transparent cover 
strip overlying at least part of a remaining portion of the core outside the scoring defining the 
removable first elongated integral element. 

28. The printed sheet product of claim 21 wherein the printing on the core includes at 
least a plurality of variable data fields, each of at least two of the plurality of variable data fields 
being printed with one unique code assigned to an individual to receive the sheet product. 
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29. The printed sheet product of claim 28 wherein at least one of the at least two 
variable data fields printed with the one unique code is located on the one side of the core 
bearing the magnetic stripe. 

30. The printed sheet product of claim 28 wherein at least one of the at least two 
variable data fields printed with the one unique code is located on the removable first elongated 
integral element. 

3 1 . The printed sheet product of claim 30 wherein at least one of the at least two 
variable data fields printed with the one unique code located on the removable first elongated 
integral element is covered by the first, flexible transparent cover strip. 

32. The printed sheet product of claim 30 wherein at least the one variable data field 
located on the removable first elongated integral element is located on the one side of the core 
bearing the magnetic stripe. 

33. The printed sheet product of claim 30 wherein at least the one variable data field 
located on the removable first elongated integral element is printed in at least bar code format. 

34. The printed sheet product of claim 30 wherein at least the one variable data field 
located on the removable first elongated integral element is printed in at least numeral format. 

35. The printed sheet product of claim 30 wherein at least another of the at least two 
variable data fields printed with the one unique code is printed on a remaining portion of the core 
outside the scoring defining the removable first elongated integral element. 

36. The printed sheet product of claim 35 wherein at least part of the remaining 
portion of the core outside the scoring defining the removable first elongated integral element 
further bears an exposed strip of adhesive. 
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37. The printed sheet product of claim 36 wherein at least the part of the remaining 
portion of the core bearing the exposed strip of adhesive is separated from a portion of the core 
including the scoring defining the removable first elongated integral element by a line of 
perforations spaced from the scoring and extending through and across the core. 

38. The printed sheet product of claim 28 wherein the scoring defines a second 
elongated integral element removable from a remaining portion of the sheet product and bearing 
at least another of the at least two variable data fields printed with the one unique code 

39. The printed sheet product of claim 28 wherein at least another of the at least two 
variable data fields printed with the one unique code is printed on the removable second 
elongated integral element. 

40. The printed sheet product of claim 39 wherein the scoring defines a closed 
perimeter opening entirely through the removable second elongated integral element proximal 
one longitudinal end of the removable second elongated integral element. - 

In the drawings : 

Please re-label original "Fig. 12" as new -FIG. 13- and original "FIG. 13" as new 
-FIG. 12- to conform the drawing designations with the description of those figures in the 
original specification. Two sets of two sheets each of copies of the formal drawings with these 
changes shown in red are attached. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-8 were allowed in the original patent and remain pending. New claims 9-40 are 
presented for examination in order to claim a part of the invention disclosed in the original patent 
but not previously claimed, namely the individual key tags with magnetic stripe and closed 
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perimeter openings at opposite longitudinal ends of the tags. These are disclosed in FIGS. 8 and 
13. Also being claimed are sets of such tags with one another and/or other, different 
identification elements, shown in the same figures. 

To that end, the inventor further amends his original claim for priority to include one 
other application (08/91 1,806), which was pending when application 09/067,090 issuing as the 
present patent was pending and which also disclosed such integral printed sheet products. 

Acceptance of the application, examination and allowance of the claims, approval of the 
other indicated amendments and allowance of the reissue patent application are respectfully 
requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Richard O. Warther 
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Marked up version of Specification Section 



RELATED APPLICATION(S) 

This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. application Ser. No. 08/724,077, filed 
Sep. 30, 1996, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,743,567 and U.S. application Ser. No. 08/91 1.806. filed Aug. 
15. 1997. now U.S. Pat. No. 5.863.076 . 
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Marked Up Version of the Claims 

8. An elongated integral printed identification element comprising: 

a core having opposing first and second major planar sides and bearing printing 
on at least one of the major planar sides, the core being coextensive in area with the element, the 
core and the element having a common width and a common length generally perpendicular to 
the width, the length being greater than the width such that the core and the element have a pair 
of opposing longitudinal ends at opposite ends of the length: 

a magnetic stripe permanently fixed over one of the opposing major planar sides 
of the core extending across the width of the core proximal one of the pair of longitudinal ends; 
and 

a closed perimeter opening extending entirely through the core and the element 
proximal a remaining one of the pair of longitudinal ends. 

9. The element of claim 8 wherein the printing includes at least one variable data 
field with a unique code assigned to an individual to receive the element. 

1 0. The element of claim 9 wherein the unique code is printed in a bar code format. 

1 1 . The element of claim 1 0 wherein the unique code is printed on the one major side 
of the core bearing the magnetic stripe. 

12. The element of claim 9 wherein the unique code is printed in numeral format. 

13. The element of claim 12 wherein the unique code is printed on the one major side 
of the core bearing the magnetic stripe. 

14. The element of claim 9 wherein the unique code is printed on the core in both 
numeral and bar code formats. 
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15. The element of claim 14 wherein the unique code is printed at least in the bar 
code format on the one maior side of the core bearing the magnetic stripe. 

1 6. The element of claim 8 further comprising a first transparent cover strip fixed 
over one of the first and second major sides of the core, the magnetic stripe extending across the 
first transparent cover strip. 

1 7. The element of claim 1 6 wherein each of the first transparent cover strip and the 
core is a different flexible web material 

1 8. The element of claim 16 further comprising a second transparent cover strip 
fixedly secured over a remaining one of the first and second maior sides of the core. 

1 9. The element of claim 1 6 wherein each of the first and second transparent cover 
strips and the core is a flexible web material 

20. An integral printed sheet product comprising: 

a core having opposing first and second major planar sides and bearing printing 
on at least one of the sides; 

a magnetic stripe permanently fixed over one of the opposing maior planar sides 
of the core and extending across the sheet product; and 

scoring extending at least sufficiently through the sheet product and the core to 
define at least a first elongated integral element removable from a remainder of the sheet 
product the removable first elongated integral element having a pair of opposing longitudinal 
ends, the fi rst elongated integral element further including at least a portion of the magnetic 
stripe extending across the element proximal one the pair of longitudinal ends of the element. 
and the sco ring further defining a closed perimeter opening extending through the element 
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proximal a remaining one of the pair of longitudinal ends of the element and spaced away from 
the magnetic stripe. 

21 . The printed sheet product of claim 20 further comprising a first flexible 
transparent cover strip fixedly secured to one of the first and second major planar sides of the 
core, the scoring extending through the first transparent cover strip with only part of the first 
transparent cover strip covering one major planar side of the core portion of the removable first 
elongated integral element and a remainder of the first transparent cover strip overlying at least 
part of a remaining portion of the core outside the scoring defining the removable first elongated 
Sr. integral element. 

□ 22. The printed sheet product of claim 20 wherein the scoring defines a second 

O elongated integral element removable from a remainder of the sheet product, the second 
s elongated integral element having a pair of opposing longitudinal ends. 

23. The printed sheet product of claim 22 further comprising at least part of a 

J magnetic stripe extending across one major side of the second removable elongated integral 
element proximal one longitudinal end of the second removable elongated integral element. 

24. The printed sheet product of claim 23 wherein the scoring further defines a closed 
perimeter opening entirely the removable second elongated integral element proximal a 
remaining one of the pair of opposing longitudinal ends. 

25. The printed sheet product of claim 24 wherein the removable second elongated 
integral element bears at least a second one of the variable code fields printed with the one 
unique code. 

26. The printed sheet product of claim 24 further comprising a second flexible 
transparent cover strip fixedly secured to a remaining one of the first and second major planar 
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sides of the core, the scoring extending through the second transparent cover strip with only part 
of the second transparent cover strip covering a remaining major planar side of the core portions 
of the removable first and second elongated integral elements and a remainder of the second 
transparent cover strip overlying at least part of a remaining portion of the core outside the 
scoring defining the removable first and second elongated integral elements. 

27. The printed sheet product of claim 2 1 further comprising a second flexible 
transparent cover strip fixedly secured to a remaining one of the first and second major planar 
sides of the core, the scoring extending through the second transparent cover strip with only part 
of the second transparent cover strip covering a remaining major planar side of the core portion 
of the removable first elongated integral element and a remainder of the second transparent cover 
strip overlying at least part of a remaining portion of the core outside the scoring defining the 
removable first elongated integral element. 

28. The printed sheet product of claim 2 1 wherein the printing on the core includes at 
least a plurality of variable data fields, each of at least two of the plurality of variable data fields 
being printed with one unique code assigned to an individual to receive the sheet product. 

29. The printed sheet product of claim 28 wherein at least one of the at least two 
variable data fields printed with the one unique code is located on the one side of the core 
bearing the magnetic stripe. 

30. The printed sheet product of claim 28 wherein at least one of the at least two 
variable data fields printed with the one unique code is located on the removable first elongated 
integral element. 
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3 1 . The printed sheet product of claim 30 wherein at least one of the at least two 
variable data fields printed with the one unique code located on the removable first elongated 
integral element is covered by the first, flexible transparent cover strip, 

32. The printed sheet product of claim 30 wherein at least the one variable data field 
located on the removable first elongated integral element is located on the one side of the core 
bearing the magnetic stripe. 

33. The printed sheet product of claim 30 wherein at least the one variable data field 
located on the removable first elongated integral element is printed in at least bar code format. 

34. The printed sheet product of claim30 wherein at least the one variable data field 
located on the removable first elongated integral element is printed in at least numeral format. 

35. The printed sheet product of claim 30 wherein at least another of the at least two 
variable data fields printed with the one unique code is printed on a remaining portion of the core 
outside the scoring defining the removable first elongated integral element. 

36. The printed sheet product of claim 35 wherein at least part of the remaining 
portion of the core outside the scoring defining the removable first elongated integral element 
further bears an exposed strip of adhesive. 

37. The printed sheet product of claim 36 wherein at least the part of the remaining 
portion of the core bearing the exposed strip of adhesive is separated from a portion of the core 
including the scoring defining the removable first elongated integral element by a line of 
perforations spaced from the scoring and extending through and across the core. 

38. The printed sheet product of claim 28 wherein the scoring defines a second 
elongated integral element removable from a remaining portion of the sheet product and bearing 
at least another of the at least two variable data fields printed with the one unique code 
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39. The printed sheet product of claim 28 wherein at least another of the at least two 
variable data fields printed with the one unique code is printed on the removable second 
elongated integral element. 

40. The printed sheet product of claim 39 wherein the scoring defines a closed 
perimeter opening entirely through the removable second elongated integral element proximal 
one longitudinal end of the removable second elongated integral element. 
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